
Understanding HIV/AIDS and the Media

In his column, Concerts Won't Cure 

Africa's Ills, in the July 4 Daily News, Charles 

Moore asserts the "plague of AIDS" is the "most devas-

tating factor in African poverty" and it "will not be 

stemmed until the problem of rampant promiscuity is 

addressed." He goes on to say the best way to contain the 

around "ABC: Abstinence, Be faithful and use Condoms" - th
e latter 

of which he calls                                      a "last resort."
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infected in Africa  
 

 
   and throughout the 

world, including   
 

 
here in Nova Scotia. 
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ists must ensure tha  the           
   evidence they use to support 

their ideas does not misrepresent the original source. 

Moore cited Dr. Zari Gill, Senior Sector Specialist, 

World Vision Canada, to support the notion that 

promiscuity is the basis of HIV/AIDS in 

Africa and, thus, the overall cause of 

African poverty. Through personal 

communication with Gill, we 

know she was surprised and 

dismayed to learn the words she 

used in a previous news release were 

taken completely out of context, and 

without any contact with her.To find a way to 

halt the spread of AIDS, we must look beyond simple, 

and often judgmental, views about sexual behaviour to 

the root causes of the epidemic. It is not "rampant 

promiscuity" that is the basis 
of the problem, but poverty, 

inequality and lack of opportu-
nity. There is a direct link 

between increased vulnerabil-

ity to HIV/AIDS and access to 

education, health care and 

economic opportunities. Almost 

all of the countries in southern 

Africa are flagged as "low human 

development" countries by the 

United Nations. Most people living 

in these countries are incred-

ibly poor and face huge 

obstacles in their daily 

quest to survive. They lack 

both education and 

economic opportunities. 

This involves a much 

bigger task: to find a 

way to ensure 

that all people - here 

at home and in 

far- away Africa - 

are able to 

achieve the 

b a s i c 

h u m a n 

r i g h t 

t
o 

h e

a l t h .










































































